
INTRODUCTION TO CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK 
 
The object of the Social Studies curriculum is to define the knowledge and skills that our students need to 
successfully participate as active U.S. citizens.  With a firm grounding in history and the social studies, our 
students should have the capacity to make informed decisions and to fully participate in our rapidly changing 
state, nation, and world. Studying Social Studies provides insights into the ethical questions confronted by all 
peoples. 
 
Our highly complex society needs well-educated minds and understanding hearts; it needs people who 
understand our political institutions and are prepared to assume the responsibilities of active citizenship. 
Understanding one’s own history and culture helps to better the understanding of the history and culture of 
others.  
 
As educators in the field of Social Studies, our goals for students are:  

 To recognize the complexity of social, economic, and political problems 

 To identify and prioritize key sources of information necessary to solve problems 

 To know their rights and responsibilities as American citizens  

 To understand the meaning of the Constitution as a social contract that shapes our democratic-republic 
government and individual rights 

 To understand the democratic ideals upon which this nation was conceived 

 To respect the value of civil discourse and debate 

 To take an active role as citizens who know how to work for change in a democratic society 

 To understand the value, importance, and fragility of democratic institutions 

 To understand conditions that encourage democracy to prosper 

 To develop a keen sense of ethics  

 To care deeply about the quality of life in their community, their nation, and their world 
 
Twenty-first Century students must recognize societal problems, ask probing questions, develop robust 
investigations, evaluate possible solutions, consequences and unintended consequences.  They must separate 
evidence-based claims from opinions, effectively communicate and act upon what they learn.  Most 
importantly, they must develop the capability and commitment to persevere.  Students will build strong tools 
for, and methods of, clear, disciplined, and critical thinking to successfully traverse the worlds of college, 
career, and civic life.  In their Social Studies courses, student will develop skills for informed and active 
citizenship. 
 
We commit to providing all students the opportunities afforded through the Social Studies.  We believe our 
students are best served when they: 

 Develop questions that can frame and advance an inquiry 

 Connect the study of social and political history with government, economics, and geography 

 Learn history by reading multiple forms of text of and about a particular period 

 Focus on in-depth thematic studies of selected events and people versus judgment and breadth 

 Experience and immerse in a systematic and coordinated curriculum which spirals Social Studies from 
kindergarten through grade 12 

 Learn that our national identity and heritage include multiple perspectives and tell a complex story 

 Learn about the cultural heritage and contemporary identity of American Indians, with particular 
emphasis on Montana Indian tribal groups and government 

 Emphasize the importance of global studies in an increasingly interdependent world 

 Understand the role and responsibilities of citizenship 

 Study the fundamental principles of the founding documents 



 Investigate controversial issues in their historical and contemporary context 

 Connect current events to Social Studies 

 Develop skills for obtaining information, recognizing perspective, reaching informed conclusions based 
on evidence 

 Connect school to community 
 

Our goal is to prepare informed participants in a global society. 
 


